Insulated Tools
Line workers will use a variety of insulated tools throughout their careers in order to isolate themselves from energized equipment. Tools must be inspected and tested to provide adequate protection. Tools used for live line work must be:
· Visually inspected before use for damage and excessive wear that could affect their performance. 
· Wiped clean before use. 
· Removed from service every 2 years, cleaned and tested per the manufacturer’s guidelines for current leakage, tracking, and structural failure. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is recommended that each tested tool be marked with the test date to allow the operator to be assured that they are using a tested tool. Insulated tools shall be stored in a manner that protects them from damage and excessive contaminants such as dirt, petroleum, aluminum oxide or anything that may affect their performance.  Tools should never be placed on the ground. Voltage rated gloves should be worn while using any insulated tool to provide an extra layer of protection if tracking or breakdown would occur during use. 
