Working with Capacitors
[bookmark: _GoBack]Capacitors may be used in substations and on distribution circuits to correct issues with power factor. This simple piece of equipment has many hazards associated with it if misused or misunderstood. Capacitors are used singly or in banks. They can be wired in a wye or delta configuration. Before storing or handling de-energized capacitors they must have a solid connection between the phase and ground connections. Nameplates should be checked to verify the correct system voltage for the application and the proper KVAR before installation. Units can be operated with a fused cutout or an oil switch. Any capacitor that has been de-energized can still store hazardous current and should not be handled for at least 5 minutes. Dependent on the application, capacitor racks may be grounded when used in distribution circuits or could be energized in substations. Inspect any capacitor that has a blown fuse or tripped switch, bulging or leaks that could be a clue to its failure before attempting to re-energize the unit.    
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Three-Phase Wye
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