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The ability to place a ground goes far beyond the action of performing the task. You must properly de-energize the conductor or equipment and test for absence of voltage before grounding can take place. All grounds shall be installed with an inspected, tested, and voltage rated tool to provide insulation and isolation from the object. Grounds are arranged to provide the best possible path for hazardous energy to ground should the conductor or equipment that you are working on becomes energized. Several things can occur including;
· Lightning strike
· Switching error
· Induction from another conductor or circuit
· Fault caused by an accident, equipment failure, animal, etc.  
· Back feed/Human error
Equipotential grounding and bracket grounding are methods that can be used to minimize or eliminate current flow through your work area should something happen. Equipotential grounding methods should be used whenever possible in order keep workers at the same potential as the conductor or equipment. Workers may use bracket grounding or work in between grounds if it has been determined to be effective in protecting the worker from differences of potential and does not affect the operation of any protective device that you may be counting on.
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