
Pre-Trip/Post-Trip Inspections
Each driver is responsible for ensuring that their DOT regulated vehicle is ready for service and in safe operating condition. Regretfully, many drivers are not able to perform a thorough inspection after they complete their initial examination at the DMV. Your ability to identify and inspect important components on the vehicle that you operate may save time and help you avoid a breakdown, an accident, or a fine.
There were some common terms that you used the first time that you performed a pre-trip for an examiner that you need to keep in mind as you perform and inspection.
· Properly mounted and secured – If it is mounted or attached to the vehicle it must not move, have missing hardware, etc. 
· Cracked, bent, or broken – Visually inspect anything metal or hard surfaced for these conditions.
· Not leaking – If it has air or fluid flowing through it, check for leaks.
· Abrasions, bulges, or cuts – If it is rubber or plastic look for these signs of damage or impending failure.
1. Start at the front of your vehicle looking at lighting, leaks under vehicle, or low steer tires.
2. Open the hood and check coolant level, engine oil, power steering fluid (if applicable), transmission fluid (if applicable) and fluid for hydraulic brakes (if equipped). Visually inspect related hoses, reservoirs, and belts. Belts should have no more than 1/2”- 3/4” of play and no damage.
3. Ensure the alternator, water pump, and air compressor (if applicable) are secure. 
4. Inspect the steering box and components attached to it.
5. Inspect leaf springs and mounts, U-bolts, and shocks for damage, loose parts, or wear.
6. Check brake system components on the front axle. Inspect hoses, drums/shoes or pads, brake chambers, slack adjusters ensuring that the push rods have no more than 1” of play. (Hydraulic brake systems will not contain chambers or slack adjustors.)
7. Steer tires must have at least 4/32” of tread depth. Check lug nuts, rims, and wheel hub seals if present for damage, leaks, loose or missing hardware.
8. Next, inspect driver’s door, mirror, steps, fuel tank, and DEF tank (if equipped) for damage, leaks, loose or missing parts.
9. Inspect the driveshaft(s) for damage and loose u-joints. Also, look at brake and suspension components for the rear axle(s). Tires must have at least 2/32” tread depth. 
10. Continue to the rear of the vehicle and inspect the mud flaps and lighting for damage, loose, missing, or malfunctioning parts.
11. Inspect the passenger door and components. Battery boxes may be located here. Ensure that it is securely fastened and there are no leaks, corrosion, or damage to the batteries. Exhaust system components may present. Inspect for damage, leaks, and loose or missing parts. 
12. Enter the cab and perform the following inspections from the driver’s seat:
· Seat belt, horn, wipers, are working and dash light indicators are functional when the key is on.
· Fire extinguisher is ready and securely mounted, 3 emergency triangles present and spare fuses are available if the vehicle is not equipped with circuit breakers.
· Mirrors are properly adjusted, and windshield is free of obstructions and structural damage.
· Complete parking and service brake system operational checks. Air brake systems require an air compressor check, brakes applied test, low air warning test and emergency spring brake test. Please refer to your state’s commercial driver license manual for detailed information on air brake tests.





[image: ]











image1.png
(DL Pre-Trip Inspection Study Aid
Straight Truck or Bus

Steering Axie:
 Suspenson Brakes /Tres.

Passenger Door
Fuel Area

-
B ey

Under Vehicle
¥ Drvestaft v Bxhaust Frame

Drive Axtefs)
7 Suspenson ke Tres.

O e
it





