Lock to Lock with Pad Mounted Equipment
Underground distribution systems are used in many utilities to mitigate outages and damage caused by severe weather events, vegetation, and wildlife. Secondly, underground systems are aesthetically pleasing to the public with fewer visible components. In addition to these benefits there are hazards to utility workers. Without visible conductors, and components hidden behind a door, lid, or enclosure you are not able to visually inspect system components before entering these areas. You must protect yourself lock to lock. 
Voltage rated PPE such as gloves and sleeves and FR clothing in addition to other PPE shall be worn before any energized cabinet is unlocked and until work is completed with the equipment being relocked. An arc rated face shield may be required depending on the work taking place and your company’s procedures. These requirements are in place to minimize electrical contact injuries and fatalities from:
· Ungrounded equipment
· Floating connections
· Damaged conductors and components
· Overloaded cable and components
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