Pole Fires
Extinguishing or containing a pole fire can be very challenging and dangerous if steps are not taken to ensure your safety. You must assess the scene to find the possible cause and act with the proper procedures. Causes can include:
· Current tracking across insulators, cutouts, switches
· Lightning strikes
· Failing equipment (transformer or capacitor fires)
· Adjacent fires on the ground, trees, or structures
As you respond to a fire, take note of nearby breakers, dead ends, or locations to isolate the line. Automatic reclosing features should also be disabled if equipped. Any fire on a structure caused by failed electrical equipment, tracking or a fire above a 6-foot level should require the structure to be de-energized before attempting to extinguish. These guidelines may mitigate hazards from:
· Structure or components supporting energized equipment and conductors could fail dropping conductors onto under build, other equipment, or the ground. 
· Flash over caused by damaged insulators.
· Oil filled equipment generating a flash fire or being ignited.  
[image: ][image: ]An ABC Dry Chemical Extinguisher could be utilized for a small pole fire in circumstances where de-energizing the line is not easily accomplished, and the worker can stay at a safe distance from energized equipment and the fire. This may not be effective when attempting to extinguish smoldering fires below the surface of the pole. Dry chemical can have corrosive effects to the user and equipment, displace oxygen, and create risks as it is sprayed into the air. Pressurized Water Extinguishers may perform better but, the electrical hazard component must be removed before they are used. Electricity and water do not mix.  
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