Temporary Traffic Control
A majority of utility work requires interaction with the driving public. Hundreds of accidents occur in work zones every year. You must do your best to warn drivers of the hazards to your crew and themselves. Make yourself visible. All states require workers to don high visibility clothing when working within the right of way.
Warn drivers of the upcoming hazard with the correct use of signage and warning lights on your trucks and equipment on site. The signage will also inform the motorist of what they are to be aware of such as “utility work ahead” or “one lane road”. 
Guide motorist around your work area using traffic cones and approved devices with the proper height and markings for the speed and lighting conditions. Attempt to inhibit traffic as little as possible, schedule work to avoid high volume traffic periods when possible and avoid abrupt changes in traffic flow. 
Detailed traffic control diagrams and guidance for the use of proper traffic control equipment is found in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices by the Federal Highway Administration. 
Work zone operations utilizing flaggers will require additional equipment such as signs, paddles, additional clothing, and training in some states. Refer to your states work zone safety guidelines and training requirements. 
Failure to properly set up your work zone or the use of improper or damaged equipment could lead to an accident, injury, or fatality on the jobsite. 
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