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     Members in 28 states with one goal, everyone goes home after their shift.
Vehicle Inspections
Driving a commercial motor vehicle has many challenges roads every day. Weather, traffic, road conditions, and vehicle size can make it difficult to arrive safely to the job site or back at the shop. Rather than relying on luck, each operator must do something to ensure that their vehicle is in tip top shape to take on all these challenges. 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration requires each operator to perform an inspection on their CMV every day that it is operated. Why is it so important? A defect that is not discovered could create a dangerous stability or handling problem with a vehicle weighing several thousand pounds. Examples of poor or no inspection being done at all are visible on today’s roads with disabled trucks and items such as wheels, suspension parts and other components found on the roadsides and ditches. Your responsibility as a driver is to do what you can to prevent this from happening.
   
It is necessary for a driver to be familiar with the vehicle that they are driving and understand the basics of how each system works on that vehicle. The FMCSA and your state DOT enforcement officers do not expect you to be a certified truck mechanic, but they do expect you to know the difference between air and hydraulic brakes and be able to tell them what system you have on your truck.
Just as you were required to do when you obtained your commercial driver’s license, you shall do a complete walk around of the vehicle. Inspection points include: 
· Lighting
· Under hood items (fluids, hoses, belts, leaks)
· Tires and wheels
· Steering components
· Suspension (front and rear)
· Brake system components
· Exhaust system
· Glass, doors, mirrors, body
· Fuel tanks, battery boxes, steps
· Drive train (transmission leaks, drive shaft and components)
· Frame
· In cab checks (warning systems, defrost, brake tests, horn)
· Fire Extinguisher, triangles/flares, fuses if required
There are study guides available to help refresh your memory on all the items listed above or you can refer to the CDL handbooks available at your local DMV office. Most truck manufacturers will have high level information inside the operator’s manual for reference. 

I’m not a mechanic! This will take hours out of my week! I just don’t want too! Can you afford a costly breakdown that could have been prevented by catching a deficiency early or put your license and your companies CSA score in jeopardy? Trucks will break down and parts will fail but missing the clues of several loose or missing wheel lugs can lead to a 400 lb. pair of dual wheels rolling across a lane of traffic leading to a fatality. Here are a few items found by Motor Vehicle Enforcement in Iowa that should convince you that inspections are a must.
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Additional items to check include would be the date of the last DOT annual inspection and any dielectric/structural testing if required. 
You owe it to your family, other motorists, and your employer to follow FMCSA guidelines and do your part to keep the roads as safe as possible. Take time each day to inspect your vehicle and support the Quad State Instructors goal!		
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